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BHMA ANNOUNCES ROBERT POLK AS GUEST SPEAKER 

Robert Polk, CFPS, to speak at the 2006 BHMA Spring Meeting
NEW YORK, NY – The Builders Hardware Manufacturers Association (BHMA) announces Robert Polk as their guest speaker during the 2006 BHMA Spring Meeting, Sunday, April 23 – Tuesday, April 25 in Colorado Springs, CO.

With over 32 years of experience in fire service operations, management and administration, Mr. Polk will address the continual need for advocacy for life safety and security in code development. Referring to his integral position within the fire community, he will address BHMA members on the issues and trends important within the builders hardware community on Monday, April 24 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

“BHMA is extremely excited to have this opportunity to hear Mr. Polk’s perspective on life safety issues, especially in relation to code development,” stated Ralph Vasami, Codes Director, BHMA. “We have found that collaborative efforts between members of the fire community and those in the builders hardware industry are integral to assuring our common interest of having life safety and security issues addressed and included in code development.”

Mr. Polk has an A.S. Degree in Fire Administration, a B.A. Degree in Management, attended the Executive Fire Officer program at the National Fire Academy and is recognized by the National Fire Protection Association as a Certified Fire Protection Specialist.   He first began his fire service career in St. Petersburg, FL, working in suppression, prevention, training and EMS.  He rose through the ranks retiring as Division Chief.

Upon retirement Mr. Polk was appointed Fire Chief in Moline, IL, where he reorganized the department’s administration as well as staffing allocations and apparatus locations.  He also served as Fire Chief/Director of the Charlotte County, FL Fire and Emergency Services Department.

Additionally, Mr. Polk was appointed by two South Carolina governors as State Fire Marshal.  In this capacity he administered the state’s Fire Training Academy as well as the code enforcement and regulatory activities associated with fire and life safety, pyrotechnics, blasting and LP Gas.  He also administered the public education function and championed the K-5 schools fire safety program.  During his tenure he advised the Governor, legislature and other officials on matters of fire and public safety.  He was also appointed by the Governor to the state’s Emergency Operations Committee and the Governor’s Security Council.

Mr. Polk continues to participate in national code and regulatory activities, and has testified before congressional committees and various federal agencies.  He maintains memberships in numerous professional organizations and serves on the Editorial Review Board of National Fire Rescue magazine.  As a consultant, Mr. Polk has managed national, federally funded programs dealing with firefighter and public safety as well as working with government and private sector organizations.

About BHMA

The Builders Hardware Manufacturers Association (BHMA) is an industry leader in building safety and security. BHMA is the only organization accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) to develop and maintain performance standards for locks, closers, exit devices and other builders hardware. The widely known ANSI/BHMA A156 series of standards describes and establishes the features and criteria for specific types of hardware products. In addition, BHMA sponsors third-party certification of hardware products, which is a requirement for a product to bear the “BHMA Certified” mark — insuring that the product meets the ANSI/BHMA standard. For more information on BHMA, please write to BHMA, 355 Lexington Avenue, Suite 1500, New York, NY, 10017 or visit the Web site at www.buildershardware.com.
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